
WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT PEACE? 
Romans 5:1-2, Ecclesiastes 

 

I. What is the Human Predicament? 
- What was God thinking when He made us? (Half baked?) 

⇒ Psalm 8:3-8,  
i. Created to rule 

⇒ Psalm 82:6-7 
i. Created eternal 

ii. Fallen to temporality 
⇒ Ecclesiastes 3:11, 18-21 

 
II. What is the Result of this Predicament? 

 

1. Futility rather than Purpose (1:3-11) 
⇒ “The Circle of Life” 
⇒ E.g. Ozymandyus 

2. Cruelty rather than Justice (4:1) 
⇒ “Survival of the fittest” (3:16, 5:8, 8:14) 

 
III. How Do We Cope With this Predicament? 

 

1. Pleasures  

⇒ Never satisfied (1:8, 6:7) 

2. Materialism  

⇒ Never satisfied (5:10) 

⇒ Won’t bring pleasure/peace (5:11-12 

⇒ Can’t take it with us (5:15) 

⇒ All because of rivalry (4:4) 

⇒ Nobody will remember you for it (2:16-17) 

⇒ Someone else will get it (2:18-23) 

3. Wisdom  

⇒ Only increases the pain (1:18) 

i. See hopelessness more clearly 

ii. Unable to change it 

⇒ Nobody will remember you for it, or pay attention (1:11, 9:14-18) 

⇒ Won’t prolong your life (2:16-18) 

 

 

 



 

4. Simplicity (5:18-20, 2:2-25, 9:7-9) 

⇒ Eat and drink 

⇒ Enjoy work 

⇒ Enjoy what you can of life 

⇒ Remember God, and your mortality 

⇒ Note: if you are born in a bad time, it sux to be you (Ecc. 9:11-12) 
 

Recap: Human Predicament 
1. Eternal soul, temporal body 
2. A universal trait of humanity is longing 

 E.g. Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
 E.g. Matrix 
 E.g. Bernadette  

3. We are reaching for something, but will never attain it 
 

Jesus is God’s Solution to the Human Predicament 
1. Peace with God 

 Solves root issue 
2. Introduction into Grace 

 As we follow Him, we experience increasing amounts of glory in this life 
3. Hope of the Glory of God 

 After death, we will have the complete fulfillment of our heart-desires 
 Romans 8:18-23, 1 Cor. 15:51-57 


